Australia’s geography
         Australia is located southeast of Asia, and is the only country in the world to occupy a single continent. It is bordered by the Pacific Ocean, the Indian Ocean, the Southern Ocean, the Tasman Sea, the Coral Sea and the Arafura Sea. The nearest country is not New Zealand but Papua New Guinea. The Australian continent and the nearby island Tasmania is the 6th largest country on the earth, with a total area of 7,686,850 sq km. This large area is populated by only 19,700,000 people, making Australia the most sparsely populated continent after Antarctica. Australia consists of six states and territories.

          From north to south Australia spans 3,200 kilometers. From east to west Australia’s widest point is approximately 36,800 kilometers. 

         The vast Interior of Australia is known as the Outback. The Outback is the name given to the vast desert in the centre of the Australian continent. However it is hard to define exactly where the Outback starts and finishes. Most people define this area a feeling rather than a physical location. When you have traveled for hundreds of miles from civilization, and when you realize that you are in the middle of nowhere, or you are just struck awe at the sheer size and emptiness of the landscape, then you know that you are in the Outback.
Australia is the flattest, lowest and, apart from Antarctica, the driest of the continents. Unlike Europe and North America, where some landscapes date back to “only” 20,000 years ago, when great ice sheets retreated, the age of landforms in Australia is generally measured in many millions of years. This fact gives Australia a very distinctive physical geography.
          Today a large part of Australia is arid or semiarid. Sand dunes are mostly longitudinal and are aligned with directions associated with the regular passage of high pressure cells. The dunes are mostly fixed now. Stony deserts or gibber plains are area without a sand cover and occupy a larger aria than the dune fields. Salt 
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lakes occur in many low positions, in place following lines of ancient drainage. They are often associated with lunettes, dunes formed on the downwind side of lakes. Many important finds of Aboriginal prehistory have been made in lunettes. Despite the prevalence of arid conditions today, real aridity seems to be geologically young, with no dunes or salt lakes older than a million years.
         The Australian landforms of today are thus seen to result from long continued processes in a unique setting, giving rise to typical Australian landscapes, which is turn provide the physical basic for the distribution and nature of biological and human activity in Australia.
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The Great Barrier Reef
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Great Sandy Desert
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Australia’s main cities
           Australia’s people are city dwellers. Less than one third of the population lives outside Australia’s cities and towns. These cities and towns are continuing to grow. More and more Australia’s people are moving away from rural areas into the towns and cities. 
            Most important among them are: Adelaide, Alice Springs, Brisbane, Darwin, Melbourne, Perth, Sydney, Hobart, Geelong, Newscastle, Townsville, Wollongong. Each state capital is named after a colonial politician (Perth, Brisbane, Sydney, Hobart, Melbourne) or a British royal figure (Adelaide).
            Half of Australia’s people live in the capitals of the six states. Indeed, the two largest of these capitals cities Sydney and Melbourne, contain one third of all of the people on the Australian continent.

            Sydney and Melbourne are the fourth and fifth largest cities in the Southern Hemisphere. Sydney and Melbourne each have more than four million residents. Both Sydney and Melbourne are modern sea ports. Sydney has one of the world’s finest natural harbours. Both Sydney and Melbourne have many industries producing goods for local consumption. Their principal exports are the wool, meat, hides, and wheat of the interior. Sydney is Australia’s window into the world – a bright cosmopolitan city with a quick pace of life.
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            Melbourne is the nation’s cultural, financial, and intellectual capital.
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  Canberra is a planned city, very different from other Australian cities. Its monuments and buildings reflect its central role in Australian life. Canberra is not a large city, but it is certainly very important. The government of Australia moved from Melbourne, the first capital, to Canberra in 1927. Canberra is a twentieth- century city. The main architect of Canberra was Walter Burley Griffin who won a world-wide competition for the design of the capital in 1912.
             Canberra is the political and administrative capital of Australia. It is the centre of the nation’s history, learning and research. Canberra is a highly urban complex, but the Australians “bush” is still only minutes from the city centre.
               [image: image5.jpg]il h‘l“ o





9

                                            States of Australia

       The Northern Territory is situated in the north, is a tropical area runs into desert in the south. The state is very sparsely populated, and is mainly made up of wilderness areas and huge farm. In the extreme north lies the biggest city, Darwin. It is not a big city by Australian standards, but Darwin is the main gateway to this vast state, and is also the closest city to Asia. The other main city is Alice Springs. This city lies in the heart of the Australians Outback, and the departure point to Ayers Rock and the Olgas.

       Queensland is situated in the north-eastern corner of Australia, and lies in the tropical and subtropical climatic zones. The largest city is Brisbane which has s population of 1.2 million people. South of Brisbane lies the famous Gold Coast, another major populated area. This state contains the best beaches in Australia. Queensland also contains areas of rainforest, including the world’s oldest rainforest. The most impressive geographical feature in Queensland is the Great Barrier Reef which is the world’s largest reef and also the world’s largest structure made from wild organisms. This area contains hundreds of tropical islands and is one of the best diving areas on Earth. 
       New South Wales to the south of Queensland is situated in the Subtropical and Temperate climatic zones. This state is Australia’s most populated, and is also home to the biggest city in Australia. That city is Sydney. The New South Wales coastline is blessing with many superb beaches, and contains many Famous surf breaks such as Byron Bay. Eucalypti forests abundant, but there are also pockets of temperate and subtropical rain forests within the Eucalypti Forests.

      Further to the south again within the State of New South Wales, lies the Australian Capital Territory, which is home to the nation’s capital city Canberra.
      Across the New South Wale border lies the state of Victoria. Victoria is the smallest mainland state in Australia, but has the highest density of population. Australia’s second largest city, Melbourne is located near the south coast of the state. Inland Victoria is mainly parched farmland. Much of this land is irrigated, 
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and supports a large fruit growing industry. Northern Victoria runs into the 
Australian Alps, and area is ideal for skiing in the winter.

    South Australia is by the Southern Ocean and all the other mainland states.  South Australia is the driest state in the driest continent on earth. There are vast track of desert, but the southern tip of the state has a Mediterranean climate and receives enough rainfall to support a large population. Here you will find Adelaide the capital of the South Australia.

    Toward the west of South Australia lies Western Australia. This state covers one third of the continent. Yet there are only about 1.4 million people here. This makes Western Australia the most sparsely populated of all states, especially when over 1million people live in the state’s capital city, Perth. Perth is the world’s most isolated city, yet it is very modern and well-organised city, and also Australia’s sunniest city.
     The only state in Australia that is not found on the mainland, is the island of Tasmania. Tasmania is south of Victoria. It is one of the most mountainous islands on the earth. Tasmania’s climate is temperate and the island is covered in wilderness. In fact about one quarter of Tasmania is protected wilderness. 
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